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As we celebrate on this twenty sixth Sunday of ordinary time, we
thank and praise God for the gift of his Spirit to all of the Spiritual leaders,
including the spiritual leader of St. Edward community
Today, our first reading and gospel have a lot in common. Both of
them are manifestations of the fact that God has no favorite (Act 10, 34).
He chooses and uses those that please him for his mission. It also proves
that the Spirit of God is the one that empowers to do good. In both
readings, we see men outside the “camp and the group of
disciples” prophesying and preaching in the power of the Holy Spirit; and
also casting out devils in the name of Jesus respectively. We also see the
zealous and envious disciples getting afraid and worried. Being afraid for
their own positions and the authority of their masters, they made efforts
to stop them from participating in the ministry and mission of God.
In both cases, Moses and Jesus refused to yield to the fears and
request of their disciples. This is because, it is in line with the will of God
that all men should receive the spirit of God and be motivated to do good
works. This good work includes, prophesying and preaching the good

news of the kingdom of God. This was why Moses responded: “…If only
the whole people of the Lord were prophets and, the Lord gave his Spirit
to them all.” And Jesus told his disciples: “You must not stop him; No one
who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of me…” So for
both Moses and Jesus, it was a good development. Their responses to
their disciples simply show that they were opposed to the spirit of envy
over the gifts of others. It also shows how modest and meek their hearts
are.
Today, St. James warns us against oppression, suppressions and
injustices of all kinds against the weak, the poor and those who do not
belong to our, group, fold or class. Rather than oppress and suppress
them, we should build and help them to grow up physically and
spiritually. We should not strangle the true spirit of God at work in others
due to envy or by being overzealous. Doing this means being unjust like
the oppressive rich that James condemned in today’s second reading.
Rather, we should be messengers of justice, peace, progress, charity,
mercy and compassion. This is what the Holy Father Pope Francis is
calling all Christians and Catholics at all levels of faith to do.
Finally, another important lesson we must learn today is that God
works in mysterious ways and does not reason like us humans.
Therefore, he tells us through the prophet Isaiah: “My ways are not your
ways, and my thoughts are not your thoughts. Just as the heavens are

higher than the sky so are my thoughts and my ways higher than yours”
(Is 55:8-9). This is simply to say that by allowing his spirit to operate in
those outside the camp of Moses and the disciples of Jesus, God sees
much better than us humans. He chooses whoever he wants and
empowers him or her for his mission. Also, it is his desire that all of us his
children be filled with his spirit in order to work for the establishment of
His Kingdom in all hearts.

